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Where’s Russell in April?
Russell will be in the pulpit giving sermons/reflections on April 16th and
30th. See “Sunday Services” for additional information. On April 2nd and 23rd,
he will be leading Joys and Concerns. He will be out of town during the service
of April 9th.
Office Hours for the month of April are as follows:
4th & 6th - 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
11th & 13th - 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
18th & 20th - 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
25th & 27th - 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Just call him at 817-370-2171 during those times. If there is no immediate
response, it means Russell is meeting with another church member at that
time and will return your call as soon as possible.

Westside Unitarian Universalist
Church makes a positive
difference in the lives of our
members, our families, and the
world at large through supportive
relationships, religious
exploration, and social action.

Adult Forum (10:00 am – 10:45 am):
April 9th – Topic to be announced (Watch your Order of Service inserts.) –
Michael Oglesby
April 23rd – “Thoreau and Emerson – New Sources of Revelation” – Dr.
Russell Elleven – Cultivation of the “inner life” and social justice, in their
time and now.

Westside Unitarian Universalist
Church will grow and become
a more influential liberal religious
presence through active service
to our community and the
world at large.

Sunday Services
April 2nd
Social Justice Committee
Justice Sunday
This is the Sunday in the church calendar when the
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee encourages UU
congregations to organize the church service around a
pressing social issue. The topic this year is “The Right to
Earn a Livelihood with Dignity.” Westside’s Social Justice
Committee will lead this must-see service.
April 9th
Reverend Peter J. Johnson
Non-Violence and Civil Rights
Befriended in childhood by both Thurgood Marshall and
Roy Wilkins, Rev. Johnson joined the Civil Rights
Movement in 1958 after meeting Rosa Parks. He attended
Southern University in Baton Rouge and subsequently
joined the Freedom Ride. Later he joined the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference and became the
youngest member of Dr. Martin Luther King’s original
staff of the SCLC. While standing up for social justice, he
was arrested more than 100 times, beaten 14 times and
hospitalized six times. He continues his commitment to
non-violence and civil rights with the Institute of NonViolence in Dallas.

Our Mission Statement:

Our Vision Statement:

April 16th
Dr. Russell Elleven
Easter Sunday
For some folks this is one of two Sundays they attend
church each year. If you have not been to Westside in
a while, please take this opportunity to come back for
a visit. Russell will reflect on whether or not religion
matters.
April 23rd
Stewardship, the Joy of Giving
Stewardship means taking care of something we value and
enabling it to grow. How do you value Westside Church?
In this service, a brief history of Westside will be presented, and you are invited to verbally share a memory of
Westside’s past and/or what causes you to value Westside.
April 30th
Dr. Russell Elleven
Sermon on the Amount
Yes, it is that time of year again. It is time to talk about
money and Westside. If you are uncomfortable talking
about money do not let this keep you away from this
Sunday’s service. Russell is uncomfortable talking about
money too! Be generous and come to Westside.
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Our UU Community
Prayer for Peace on the
Third Anniversary of the War in Iraq
March 16, 2006 (originally published on uua.org)
By the Rev. William G. Sinkford, UUA President
I invite you to open your hearts and minds in the spirit of
meditation and prayer.
Spirit of life and of love, God of many names:
We take time now to re-connect with the joy and the
pain; the love and the hate; the hope and the despair
that bind us together as one human family.
We grieve for those who have died – and for their families,
friends, and loved ones.
May those who live on find solace and support.
We grieve for those injured and their loved ones. May
they find healing and strength.
We grieve also our own failure to prevent such suffering;
to prevent this violence between nations. We grieve the
continuing loss of precious life.
Therefore we pray for those who remain in harm’s way:
American and Iraqi, military and civilian, Sunni and
Shia alike.
May they find safety and hope.
We pray for the leaders and people of Iraq.
May they find peaceful means to end this conflict, may
they reach common ground.
And we pray for our nation’s leaders and for ourselves.
May we have the courage and conviction to honestly
engage the difficult questions;
to speak hard truths,
to accept our responsibility to each other and the world.
May we find the strength and vision to end the cycles of
violence.
May it be so. Amen.
WestAid 50K Trinity Trek Bike Ride
WestAid will be holding its first 50K Trinity Trek Bike
ride on April 22. It is a 50K bike ride along the Trinity
River and will start at Pecan Valley Park at 7:00 a.m.
Individual and “tag-team” riders will get sponsors per kilometer for the ride. Since “tag-teams” may divide the ride
into whatever length portions they desire, people of varying fitness levels can join the fun. WestAid also needs people to work water stations.
Registration is $10, but if a rider raises at least $100 in
sponsorship, the fee will be waived.
For more information call Krin Van Tatenhove, Trek
Coordinator, at 817-732-3388, or 817-361-9757, or the
WestAid office at 817-737-9338.

Race for the Cure
Westside’s own Bettina Pfeiffenberger has joined the
Susan G. Komen breast Cancer Foundation in the Tarrant
County Race for the Cure. She will be racing on Saturday,
April 15th. Tax-deductible contributions will fund innovative programs for medically underserved communities in
Tarrant County.
You can help with contributions of any amount. To send
a donation, make checks payable to Komen Tarrant
County Race for the Cure, write “Bettina Pfeiffenberger”
on the notation line, and mail the check to:
Komen Tarrant County Race for the Cure, Susan G.
Komen Breast Cancer Foundation, P.O. Box 101568, Fort
Worth, TX 76185.
Register now for the
UUA General Assembly in St. Louis
The UUA’s General Assembly will take place from June
21-25 in St. Louis, Missouri, and registration is now open!
If you’re an active youth, young adult or adult member of
a UU congregation, plan now to join us in St. Louis for
GA! You’ll want to be present for the rousing ingathering
program with its banner parade and terrific music, the
Ware Lecture delivered by award winning poet Mary
Oliver, and the Sunday morning worship service led by the
Rev Gail Geisenhainer, minister of the Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship of Vero Beach, FL. You’ll have the
opportunity to attend hundreds of valuable programs and
workshops, meet Unitarian Universalists from across the
United States, and worship and celebrate together at GA.
Registration, hotel, and travel information is available at
http://www.uua.org/ga/.
WINE COUNTRY EXCURSIONS
UU’s of Napa, California, announce the second season
of our UU Wine Country Excursions, a delightful way to
tour the scenic Napa and Sonoma Valleys.
These small tours are customized to your interests, e.g.
wine tasting, and art, history, gourmet dining, or exploring
the beauty of our hills and valleys. The tour includes private room/bath and breakfast in the homes of congregation members.
Special places include COPIA (the American Center for
Food, Wine and the Arts), Jack London’s home, the
Francis Ford Coppola winery and movie museum, fine
restaurants, many museums and galleries, miles of bicycling and hiking trails, etc.
Excursions are offered from April through October.
Plan for two days of touring and two or three overnight
stays. Home hospitality without tours is available. All proceeds benefit the small fellowship, UU Fellowship of
North Bay, Napa, CA. Openings are limited. For more
information, contact Tom Wilson at (707) 254-7443 or
twilson9@sbcglobal.net.
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Our UU Community
Denton UU Seeks RE Director
The Denton Unitarian Universalist Fellowship has an
well-informed and able to interact with children; have
immediate opening for a Director of Religious Education. the ability to work well with others; have experience in
Duties of this position include: administering programs,
teaching or administering programs for children or
guided by the mission statement of the congregation and
young adults; have a background and/or knowledge of
our UU principles and purposes, for the spiritual and reli- Unitarian Universalism and support UU principles.
gious growth of children and young people; supervising
This position is for 10 hours per week and pays $12 per
child care workers; representing RE at Board meeting to
hour. It is hired by and reports to the Board of Trustees.
relate information about children’s programs and other
Applications will be accepted until a successful candidate
activities; coordinating with other committees and
is selected.
branches of our church community to form and inform
To apply, please send a resume and a letter explaining
the RE program.
why you are the right person for the job to Duane
The successful candidate will: offer strong leadership
Kraeger, Board Secretary at dkraeger@charter.net. If you
and complement the vision of the Congregation and
have any questions, please contact John Beckett, Board
the Board; think and interact at the adult level, but be
President at JohnFranc@aol.com or 972-948-9211.
Feinstein Foundation Challenge
The Feinstein Foundation in Rhode Island is offering
WestAid a challenge grant for the eighth straight year.
This foundation distributes $1 million annually to food
pantries in the United States. Each participating food
pantry receives an amount in proportion to the total
amount raised by all the pantries from March 1st to April
30th. The 2004 annual Campaign to Fight Hunger raised
$ 105.7 million nationwide for 1598 anti-hunger agencies the most successful grass-roots effort to fight hunger of
all times!
Please help by donating food or money from March 1st
to April 30th. Specific needs include canned fruit, canned
corn, canned beans, canned green beans, canned tomatoes, canned tuna, canned chili, peanut butter, macaroni
and cheese, and biscuit/cornbread mixes.
For more information, contact Jeanette Berggren at
www.westaid.org or at 817-737-9338.

TCU Alum Present Eye of God
Amphibian Productions, a Fort Worth theater company
made up of alum of Texas Christian University, will be presenting Eye of God by Tim Blake Nelson on April 3rd at
7:00 p.m. at the Modern. Amphibian is offering discounted tickets to any Westsiders interested in forming a group
to see its latest production.
One part of the mission of Amphibian Productions is
to explore social issues. Through two stories told along
different time lines, Eye of God confronts the viewer
“with questions of the existence and mercy of God and
the hopelessness of being alone and adrift in an indifferent world.”
If you are interested in joining a group to see this production, contact Sandy Myers at smyers@txwes.edu or at
817-683-9410 before April 3rd. For general reservations,
call 817-923-3102.

Inside Westside
Westside Board Adopts Communication Policy
The new church directory was recently compiled by
Myrtle McMahan and distributed by Gino Kennedy. On
February 16th, the Board of Directors adopted a
“Communication and Privacy Policy” which restricts
members’ use of this contact information. Specifically it
prohibits use of contacts for partisan political activities
unless the UUA or the congregation of Westside UU
Church has endorsed such activities. According to the
policy, “the person utilizing said information should keep
in mind that the person receiving their communication
may hold differing religious, political or personal views
and should be respectful of that diversity of opinion.”

The contact information may be used to distribute
information about church events and activities, important events in the lives of members and friends, activities
of other UU churches, and regional or national UU activities. Users of the contact information are always encouraged to consider whether their intentions are consistent
with the Seven UU Principles.
The policy is intended to provide guidelines for all official publications of the church. Anyone who is unsure
whether use of contact information is appropriate should
contact a Board member, committee chair, or Dr. Elleven
for clarification.
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SOCIAL ACTIVITIES
Snacks and Potlucks – or “eats
and greets!” - We enjoy each
other’s company so much we never
want to leave on Sunday – until we get
hungry! Please help support our
Sunday snacks by donating $1 per person per month (just write “snacks” in
the memo line of your check). We also
need volunteers to set up the snacks and
make sure they are cleaned up afterward. If
you would like to be on the “SNACKS” committee, perhaps helping out once a month, please contact
Brenda McKeon (817-921-3692) or bamckeon@aol.com.
Dolores will surely appreciate our help!!
UU Women – Come meet for food and fellowship every
First Friday of the month. Women of all ages are welcome.
We will be meeting at noon at the Kimbell Art Museum
in the cafeteria. Please call Liz Hutchison (817-726-3999)
if you have any questions.
Great Books Group #1 –First Sunday of each month from
6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The next meeting is April 9th at
6:30 p.m. at Westside, 901 Page St. The readings are
“Of Friendship” and “Of Solitude”; Linda McConathy is
facilitator. For information, call 817-294-5894.
Great Books Group #2 – Third Sunday of each month
from 6:30p.m. To 8:00p.m. The next meeting is April 16th
at the church. The reading will be two essays of
Montaigne, “Of Friendship” and “Of Solitude”.
Discussions are open to all. For information, contact Dick
Trice at 817-446-3840 or at paandmatrice@sbcglobal.net.
Contemporary Books – Fourth Sunday of the month at
6:30 p.m. The next meeting is April 23rd to discuss The
Reader by Bernard Schlink. For information or if you
need a book, contact Reed Bilz at 817-292-7974 or at
rbilz@earthlink.net.
WestAid 100 K Trinity Trek Bike Ride - WestAid will be
holding the first 100 K Trinity Trek Bike ride on April 22
at 8:00 am. We welcome all to participate in the tag team
event on the Trinity Trails. All congregations are also welcome to join in the festivities and help at water stations or
with the planning. Call the WestAid office for more information (817-737-9338).
Bridge Night – First Sunday of the month from 6:30 p.m.
to 9:00 p.m. at the church. All levels of players welcome!
Please contact Mary Noer at 817-249-7341 or
terrynoer@sbcglobal.net for information.
Dinners for Nine – No dinners are currently planned. If
anyone is interested in planning one, please contact Mary
Noer (817-249-7341 or terrynoer@sbcglobal.net)
Talent Show - Saturday, April 1 - 7 p.m. at the church.
Where can you find 20 of the most talented folks in
Tarrant County on April Fool’s Day?.... Crossing the road
to get to the other side? No.... Walking into a bar with a
rabbit and penguin? No... Pulling practical jokes on the
innocent (or the not so innocent...)? Of course not! They’ll
be at Westside UU’s Talent Show, and these are just the
performers. There will also be lots of folks to socialize

with in the sanctuary turned intimate coffeehouse, snacks
and drinks to enjoy, and safe child-care round out the
night’s offerings. Snacks, drinks and socialization begin
at 6:30 in the lobby, and the show begins at 7:00. Childcare sign-in will be in the fellowship hall.
AIDS Walk - The 2006 Aids Walk will be held on April
2nd at TCU. It is 5K long on the TCU Campus at “Frog
Alley” and winding through a neighborhood. Frog Alley is
located directly in front of the Amon G. Carter Stadium.
Plentiful parking is located just to the north of the stadium. We will meet around 1:45pm at the registration area.
Please wear either a UU or blue t-shirt. Please help out by
either walking or sponsoring our walkers monetarily.
Contact Mary Noer (817-249-7341) or terrynoer@sbcglobal.net to participate in any way you are able. This has
always been a fun way to support something worthwhile!
Thanksgiving Thursday - April 13th at 6:00 p.m. -This
month’s menu features salads - meat, veggie, pasta, fruit you get the idea, and you won’t leave hungry! There will
also be bread, dessert, and good conversation over dinner.
Come to both Thanksgiving Thursday and Think-N-Talk
or only one of them. If you plan to attend the
Thanksgiving Thursday portion of the evening, please
pre-pay for dinner ($5 adults, $3 children) by Sunday, April
9th. A volunteer will be in the fellowship area after
church to accept payment.
Think-N-Talk - April 13th at 7:00 p.m. -After viewing
“Hemp”, a DVD of the fantastic properties of hemp and
why it is outlawed by the Food and Drug Administration,
Louanne Rice will lead the discussion of this most valuable plant. Hemp is reported to be the most productive
and useful plant known to humans, and ours is the only
developed nation that does not allow its cultivation.
Dinner-Making/Serving – First Saturday of every month
from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m. You are invited to participate in
Angel of Hope service projects: to make/serve dinner at
Samaritan House, for residential adults with HIV/AIDS.
Contact Kim Haymon, cell: 817-726-6856. Donation
accepted in “Turner Projects” (large plastic jug) on the
front left platform of the church.
Sandwich-Making – Second Monday of every month from
6:30 to 7:00 p.m. You are invited to participate in Angel of
Hope service projects: to make sandwiches at the
Presbyterian Night Shelter. Contact Kim Haymon, cell:
817-726-6856. Donations accepted in “Turner Projects”
(large plastic jug) on the front left platform of church.
Church Beautification and Work Day! Please mark
Saturday, April 8th on your calendar. We will be joining with
Angel of Hope to beautify the facility at 901 Page St. starting at 9am. Some of the things that will be happening that
Saturday are: weeding and planting on church grounds,
marking of handicap parking spaces, painting and lettering
of parking lot sign, painting in sanctuary, cataloging of our
stored books, organizing of our storage unit on McCart
Avenue. If you can help with any of these activities, please
contact Bill Terry by phone (817-249-7341) or email (terrynoer@sbcglobal.net) and let him know what you can do or
just show up at church at 9:00 a.m. on April 8th.
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All-Church “POPPINS” Picnic - Go fly a kite! (April 23rd,
1:00 p.m.) Don’t miss a great chance for food and fellowship in a wonderfully relaxed atmosphere – as well as
building and flying kites, or watching those that do! Bring
your own kites or fly our kites, build your own, or help
someone build one – we will bring some materials and you
are welcome to bring more. This will be our monthly
potluck. Bring a side dish to share, as well as a dessert for
the “BEST DESSERT” contest. We will have burgers
(including veggie ones), and all the fixins. (If there is still a
burn ban, we will be having croissant sandwiches,) We will
also have lemonade and water available, but feel free to
bring whatever drink you prefer. We have shade and sun
and wonderful weather. We will also have some extra lawn
chairs available, including two that were left at the park at
our last picnic. Come join us at Dutch Branch Park in
Benbrook, Park Pavilion #3, down Park Lane Road in
Benbrook. (FROM HWY 377, GO EAST ON THE
PARK ROAD JUST SOUTH OF WINSCOTT ROAD
AND NORTH OF BENBROOK STABLES AT 10001
HWY 377 S.). ***PLEASE NOTE: OUR MONTHLY
POTLUCK WILL NOT BE HELD ON THE 16TH OF
APRIL – IT WILL BE ON THE 23RD OF APRIL AT
OUR PICNIC LOCATION!!
GENEROSITY TIMES ARE A’COMIN
Each year about a month before the Westside annual
meeting, members and friends of Westside are asked to
consider how they plan to support our church for the next
fiscal year. Last year the annual canvass was accomplished
by several small group potluck dinners.
Every member and friend was invited to attend one of
these dinners. It was a time for food and fellowship with
8-10 fellow members and friends of Westside, a time to
hear about the fiscal side of the church, and a time to
determine the level of support for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2005.
The Board has approved conducting the canvass for the
fiscal year beginning July 1, 2006 using the small group
meeting approach. The Board has set the week beginning
Sunday, April 30 for the fellowship dinners this year.
Please mark your calendar for one evening that week to
attend one of the small group meetings.
More details will be in the newsletter or the weekly
email in the near future.

CHURCH BEAUTIFICATION
AND WORK DAY!!
Please mark Saturday, April 8th on your calendar. We
will be joining with Angel of Hope to beautify the facility
at 901 Page St. starting at 9am. Some of the things that
will be happening that Saturday are weeding and planting
on church grounds, marking of handicap parking spaces,
painting and lettering of parking lot sign, painting in sanctuary, cataloging of our stored books, and organizing our
storage unit on McCart Avenue. If you can help with any
of these activities, please contact Bill Terry by phone (817249-7341) or email (terrynoer@sbcglobal.net) and let him
know what you can do, or just show up at church at 9:00
a.m. on April 8th.

NEW AND FAMILIAR FACES
Iris (Jacobs) Acuff
Iris was born in Ecuador, where her mother and father
were Peace Corps volunteers. Little Iris had many very
serious health problems when she was born, had six surgeries in an American military hospital in Panama, and
eventually the family ended up back in Dallas, her father’s
home, so that she could get the medical care she needed.
She has dealt with health problems, both physical and
mental, for most of her life.
Her education started early with her attendance at The
Science Place for pre-school. She spent the next nine years
in Catholic school and graduated from the Arts Magnet
high school. Iris was interested in theater arts, and received
her BA in Communication Arts from Austin College in
Sherman, after spending her junior year in Australia.
Although she and her younger brother were brought up
Catholic, her father taught them about world religions
and that each person needed to choose which was right
for him or her. He said, “All religions are different paths
up the same mountain.” Her father’s death during Iris’s
freshman year of college had a profound effect on her life.
Iris left the Catholic Church when she was in college;
and found UU was a good fit for her beliefs. Her UU path
went from Horizon to First Jefferson to Westside, which
is closer to where she lives. She likes being a member of a
smaller church.
Iris met her husband-to-be at a party for a mutual
friend, but both were too shy to talk to each other, and
they eventually got together over the adoption of a kitten!
They presently own two cats, Aristotle and Archimedes.
She and Larry, who is an engineer at Lockheed, will celebrate their second wedding anniversary in April.
Many of us have enjoyed hearing Iris sing in church. She
started taking lessons in middle school, and has had various teachers who have trained her in opera, folk, musical
theater and classical music. She is now taking private lessons and singing in a choir at TCCC.
Besides music, Iris is also interested in writing short
stories and plays. She has had two plays produced, one in
high school and the other in college.
We welcome this talented lady to our fellowship at
Westside UU.
Iris (Jacobs) Acuff
4325 Meadowknoll Drive
Fort Worth 76123
Singingirisflower@yahoo.com
817-230-4615
817-239-0630 cell
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Westside Unitarian Universalist Church
c/o McMahans, 3600 Lawndale Ave.
Fort Worth, TX 76133
Spread the Faith! When you have finished reading
your Westside Story, leave it at the doctor's office, barber
shop, wherever it might be read by a potential UU.

Have an announcement?
Submit announcements for the next monthly newsletter
by April 21st. Submit announcements for the weekly Order
of Service by the Thursday before you want the announcement to appear. Specify where you want your announcement to appear. All submissions should be made to Jane
Palmer at Cpalmer263@sbcglobal.net or at 817-847-9713 or
at 2609 Silver Hill Drive, Fort Worth, TX 76131.
Westside Unitarian Universalist Church
Board of Directors 2005-2006

President – Bill Terry
Vice-President – Paul McClellan
Secretary – Virginia (Gino) Kennedy
Treasurer – Mark McMurry
Directors –
Andrea Dorgan • Linda Hanratty
Bettina Pfeiffenberger • Dick Trice
Religious Education
2006-2007

“Peace”
Beginning in September, our children and teenagers will
be studying the state of, the freedom associated with, and
the harmony created by peace from a global perspective.
All ideas, suggestions, and materials that could be used
this curriculum are welcomed. Contact Caroline Nixon at
Caroline Nixon@sbcglobal.net.

More Hymnals On The Way!! - Have you seen the bookplates in our hymnals? Were you wondering how you could
get a bookplate placed in memory or honor of a loved one
in a hymnal? Well… the church has recently purchased
additional hymnals for our Sunday service. If you are
interested in supporting the church and memorializing a
friend or relative at the same time, now is the time! Thirty
dollars will purchase a hymnal for the church and a bookplate with the wording of your choice. Contact Bill Terry
or Mark McMurry for more information. Or place a
check in the offertory marked “church hymnal”, and we
will contact you.

The 7 UU Principles:
We, the member congregations of the Unitarian
Universalist Association, covenant to affirm and promote:
The inherent worth and dignity of every person;
Justice, equity, and compassion in human relations;
Acceptance of one another and encouragement to
spiritual growth in our congregations;
A free and responsible search for truth and meaning;
The right of conscience and the use of the democratic
process within our congregations and in society at large;
The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and
justice for all;
Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of
which we are a part.

By the Numbers:
Date

Adults

Children

Total

February 05, 2006

52

6

58

February 12, 2006

55

12

67

February 19, 2006

37

5

42

February 26, 2006

40

8

48

Monthly Average

46

7.8

53.8

• Church Picnic
• Contemporary
Books
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Night Shelter)

• Religious Education
Committee

• Newsletter
Submissions Due

• Good Friday

• UU Women’s Lunch

• Earth Day
• WestAid 100K
Trinity Trek
Bike Ride

• Church
Beautification &
Work Day
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• AIDS Walk
• Bridge Night
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• Bike & Breakfast
• Talent Show
• Angel of Hope
Dinner-making/
serving
(Samaritan House)
• April Fool’s Day

Westside Unitarian Universalist Church
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• Contemporary
Books

• Great Books #2

• Mother’s Day

• Memorial Day
Observed

• Angel of Hope
Sandwich-making
(Presbyterian
Night Shelter)

• National
Teacher’s Day

• Religious Education
Committee

• Newsletter
Submissions Due

• Armed Forces Day
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• Great Books #1
• Bridge Night

• Angel of Hope
Dinner-making/
serving
(Samaritan House)
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• Cinco de Mayo
• UU Women’s Lunch
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